ROBESPIERRE

he said, had either emigrated or perished in the
Vendee. The Republic had no other enemies within
except women, children and helpless old men. He
demanded that the prison doors be opened and the
suspects be released.

Perhaps the reader will better be able to grasp the
significance of this if he will consider what would
happen to a journalist in Germany if he were to ridicule
the Nazi government and make a demand for the aboli-
tion of the concentration camps. Yet Germany to-day
is not at war with all Europe and does not have to
contend with armed rebellion within. When Des-
moulins made his attack, Wurmser had just forced the
lines at Wissembourg and the enemy was at the doors
of Strasbourg; the English, the Spanish and the
royalists were still holding Toulon; the Vendee was
still ablaze, and Lyon, Marseilles and Bordeaux had
but recently been subdued.

Desmoulins proposed a Committee of Mercy to deal
with the suspects. Now, it so happened that Robes-
pierre had just introduced a measure calling for the
creation of a Committee of Justice to sift the political
prisoners and release such as appeared harmless.
Desmoulins knew this, for he refers to Robespierre's
proposal. But now Robespierre's move for mercy was
hopelessly compromised. Such a howl arose in the
revolutionary camp that no choice remained except a
tightening of the lines. For Robespierre to have insisted
on his committee would have identified him with the
"indulgents". Besides, Desmoulins' appeal, by being
addressed to him personally, was a serious danger to
him. It increased the hostility of those of his colleagues
who already resented his unauthorized supremacy.

Since shrewder men than Desmoulins had un-
doubtedly suggested the personal appeal, it is well to